« 
2. 
£ C 


COMPLAINT: - 
WHEREIN IS CONTAL *+® 


NED TVV © SPEC1IA ER. s, 
GRIEVANCES. POMALU LAs | 
Thefirſt is, the generall deftcuion and waſte of Woodsin this 


| Kingdome, with a remedic forthe ſame : Alſo how to plant 
Wood according to the nature ofeuery Soyle,withour loſle 
of any Ground; and how thereby many more and vetter Cat- AG I>x 


tell may be yearely bred, with the charge and profic thatyerez% 57 
| 7 » ' {8/ SEETON © \ 
ly may ariſe thereby : [2 1] 
| . \ . | \ —_. 
The ſecond Grieuance is, th: extreame dearth of Viftualss 


FOVRE REMEDJES FOR THE SAME. 


1. Bya __—_ Planting of F,uir-trees, with the chargeand 
\F- ptofir, | 
| 2. By ancxtraordirurie breeding of Fowle and Pullen in pla« 
ces conuehtient,by aPlot hereinſer downe for the purpoſe, 
_ wichthecharge andprofit. EN: - / 
3, Bya generall deſtroying of all king ofVermine, with a &S 
neere eſtimation what is yearely deuouredand deſtroyed 
by chem, and how the moſt ofthem in ſhort time may be 
deſtroyed with a ſmallcharge, . : 


4 Proving the abundance of Corne,, thatis yearely deuoured + x 
anddeſtroyed by the infinice numbers of Pidgeons, kept .,; 


and maintafned in this Kingdome. 
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DA, E X T-vnto God, moſt | 


5 dread Soueraigne, the 


WIEN loueandtutiethat | owe 
©) ESYNIG vnto your Maieſtie and 
FEM Kingdome, hath imbold- 


ned meto Degicate the fruits of my old 
age and: trauell vnto, your Highneſle, 


 hoptngthar the ſubiectthereof will no 


way offend your ſence. Itisintended 
tothe good of your Maieſtie and your 


Royall Progenie, the generall good of 
_ the Common-wealth tor all poſtericie;, 
and in part tendeth to your Princely 
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A 32- ſpeech 


The Friſe Dedicatorie. 
ſp eech to the Parliament. VVhat 1 


E ſhall herein ſet downe [ prooue by the 


beſtSchoolemaſter, which 1s, my long 


| EXPECrIence, having ſpent many yeares 
in the attaining thereunto, eſpecially 
theſe foure laſt yeares, herd I hau: 


imployed my ſtudy and trauel chrovgh 


ſome parts of moſt of the: Comes of 


this Kingdome for this purpoſe, oft ha- 
uing conference with.many of the beft 
Commonwealths-men- tor my better 
vnderſtanding ; defiring by all good 
means to ataine to a pertect knowhe dge 
| how to Plant, preſerne, and maintaine 
| thebleſsings of God as well in thisour 
deſtroying age. as they haue: beene in 


former times, wherein was left a prece- 


dent andplentie of that whichisnowin 


effect deſtroyed . All are giuentotaks * 


the  profic preſent, but few or noneatall 


6} regard 


£4 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
regard the poſteritie or- future 'tmes» 
This exerciſe in all-ages: hath;beene-in 
high account with he wiſeſt and moſt i: 3 

+ worthieſt, and hath beene -blefed by - 2 
God himſelfe;c; 45 hath appeared to the» - #27 
world:Jand by. the approbation of your - M8 
Maticſtie, may-bee lopurin execution, 
as the branches thereof may bee ſpread 
ouer all your Domintons , to the di{- 0 
burdening, of yourdouing Subiedts of ll 
all theirgrierances preſent and to come. > 
[ ſpare to pteceede any further, ſince 

your Maicſtie whom God bach filled 

1 with the Tpirte of wiſedome in vnder- 

ſtanding, by yourready apprehenſion 

vnderſtandeth much-more then I can 
ſpeake heereof. Thus ſubmitting my 
poore labours, or rather worthlefſe - 

mite, tothe cat dcnagon of yourRoy- *Y 


al Maieſty,having nothing elſe to pre- 
A. 3 ſens 


 - The Epiſtle Dedicatorte. 
ſent the ſame withall, butmy humble 
prayers tothe Kingof Kings, tomul- 
tiply the giftes ot his holy Spirit 
more and more vpon you,and 
that you may Rejgnema- 
yp. | ny happie- yeeres a- 
;  mongſt ys, 


Cho . Your Fig hneſſe moſt 
| humble Subief, 
Arthur Standiſh, 
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a the harueſt of my long OX 


eye or coſt vnto thy felfe, wher= 


 mthou mayeſtplainely according to the na- 


tnve of.'euery* Soxle., learne how ita plant 


furh profits as naturally our (ountry hath, 


and will afcord for the profit of thy ſelfe and 
Conntrey: Firſt; how togplantacg,. and 
bow to breed Cattell to:a;greaternmuber, 
yeerely tothy great gaine;as ſhall plainely. 
be proned.” Fn theſecopa;the profit ofyelan- 


ting fruit trees in Hedges or Orchatds, as' 
' of Apples; Wardens and Peares, being no: 
ſtrange nouelties\\lthoughrby wantofyn- —© © 

ODOR kg duſtrie-* 


2 <4 Hon haſt here gentle Rea- 
Fl bs der, brought home vnto thee = 


LS perience, with little labour: 
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TotheReader. 


7 * . | 4 HS ht ue e. | .\ 
duftrie they are \made firangs vnto vr , by | 
our buying them from foraine ([ountries at" 
a deare rate,by our flouth and nepligence, 


Whereas by the bleſsing of God, the very 
Joyle of our Hedges ts ſuch , as they would 
yeeld great plentie , witLout hindring any 
other profit , and maybeepained with leſſe 
coſt and labour, then any other commoiitie 
in this Kingdome whatfoener, as/hall here- 
mbe praued. Fnthe third, the maner how 
tobreede 'Fowle and Pullin, by. a ſecure 


plot from flea ling and  fromwbermine aLafl- 


ly, how'by. a ſpeedy meanes. to deſtroy all 


kind of Vermme,, eſpecially the feathered 


kind, with\gnevre-eſtimation what i yeree 
lydefiregedby Fermin and Pidgeon;, both 
im:(orne and other things. Bymeans there- 
of not\onply. Corme; but \e/pecially ather 
ithuals is broupht and doth continue at tao 
deere a: rate, for the. poore-Artificer' ard 


Labouring'man 5by which dearth ,-tovoft _ 


wh 
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 andtrauell 1n this buſmneſſe, hoping by Gods 


thy Ring, Coutttrey, and to thy ſelfealſo, 


then, of all their grieuances preſent and t0 


To theReader, 
ariſeth diſcontents, and mutinies among 
the common ſort , as appeared of late by a 
grieuance taken onely of the dearth of 
Corne, in Warwickeſhire, Northampton- 
ſhire and other places,about which time the 
minds of many were moleſted: whereupon F CY 
tooke thefir(t occaſion to implay my Studie 1 


helpe to prevent ſuch inconueniencies , as 
too oft doth ſpring out of the deſperate tree 
of want. Whereupon good Reaaer, it inſu- 
et/h, that by the obſeruing of theſe ſmall dt- 
rechons, thou mayeſt performe ſome part of 
the cauſe of thy creation, by gums glorie to 
thy Creator, honour, pleaſure , and profit to 


by ſeeling and relieuing thy Chriſtian bro- 
thers wants, and by acharitableinduftrie, 


thou mayeſt raiſe meanes to disburthen. 


c_ 


Tothe Reader, 
come, andin the end, by the mercie of our 


o0d God, thou mayeſt bee partaker of his 
p ena 4 Gojpell, _ 


you bleſſed of my Father,&c.. 
T be which F craue for Jeſus. 


Chriſt his fates. 
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THE COMMONS 
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COMPLAINT: 


JT _ 


Ee doe inall humblcneſſe complaine vo- 
ſc} toyour Maieſty of the generall deſtrudi- 
on and waſte of wood made within this 


thirty laſt yeares then in any hundred 
yeares before. Littlereſpe&t is taken bur 


Kingdomztoo many deſtroyers,but few or none at al doth 
plant or preſerue:by reaſon therof there is not Timberleft 
in this Kingdomeat this inſtant onely torepaire the buil- 
dings thereof an otherage, muchlefleto build withall : 
whereby this greeuancedoth daily increaſe. Thereafons 
aremany* firit, thewant offire is expe&ed , without the 
which mans lifecannot be preſerned: ſecondly, the want 
of Timber, Bricke, Tyle, Lime, Iron, Lead and Glaſſe for 
thebuilding of habitations ;Timber for the maintaining 
of husbandry, for nauigation, for veſlels, for bruing and 
the keeping ofdrinke,, and all other neceſlaries for houſe- 
keeping:barke for the tanning of Leather, bridges for tra- 
uell, palesfor Parkes , poles for Hoppes ,andfaltfrom the 


Wiches. The want of wood is,and will bea great decay 
| | B 2 ra 
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your Kingdome, more within twenty or 


by your Maieſty , for thepoſterity and proſperity of your ' 
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2 The Commons complaint: 


to tillage, and cannot but bee the greateſt cauſe of the 
dearth of corne,and hindereth greatly the yearly breeding 
of many catre!}, by reaſon that much ſtraw is yearely bur- 
ned, that tothe breeding ot cattell might be imployed: - 
the want of woodin many places of this Kingdomecon- 
ſtrainerh the foyll of catiel| co be burned, which ſhould be. 
imploicd corhe ſtrengthningofland,and ſodoththe want 
of hurdles for the folding of theepe,and the wantof. wood 
cauſeth too many great loſſes by fire, thar commeth by 
the burning of ſiraw,and ſv it may be conceiued,no wood. 
no Kingdome. 


The remedies may be thus; 


ſoiles whereintheirlands dorh lie, were cnioyned to. 
plant all their hedges wich wood( and not onely with 
thornes )ſo rhicke .as conveniently trees may grow and 
mn wing foureyardes betweenetree and tree;to 
< topped and lopped for fire-wood (reſerving ſome parts 
of their hedges. where they may thinke it moſt conueni-- 
ent for their profire, to bee planted with fruit trees, or to 
plant all with fire-wood,and plant fruit trees in Orchards, 
according to their beſt liking). And thar they might bee 
further enioynedto planrtor cuery acre in their {cucrall 
occupations,foure trees more,to be preferued for Timber 
forſo many yearecs before any of them ſhould be felled, as 
the trees may be growne to be good Timber, which will 
be neere foureſcoreycares zand that after thatthetrees be 
growne to beTimber,that nonc ſhould be felled, or at any 
tiwe before or after waſted, but ſo many to beplantedand- 
- continued: Andrhatall ſuch perſons as haue at _- in- 
ane. . 


T: that al owners of land according to thenature of the: 
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The Commons complaint. 


Rant their grounds furniſhed with wood, in ſuch fort as 
is required, might bealſo enioyned hereafter to plant and 
preſerue ſo many trees and {ſo much wood,, as hereafter 
they ſhall fell or waſte. And that all tenants might been- 

toynedin like ſort to plant their hedges with trees for fire, 

and to hauc the lops to their owne houſes for fire ,and to 

plant two trees for every acre in their occupations for 

Tymber. This being performed, no wit can comprehend 

what good may in time grow thereby vnto the Kingdome, 

alchough ſome taſt may be raken by the planting oftwen- 

ric acres as followeth, with other directions for this pur- 

pole. And for the better concetuing thereof : admit thata 

man haue twenty acres onely in his occupation of paſture 

groynd, Whercin hee yearely breedeth or fecdeth twentie 
cattell,and that hez ſhould tor this purpoſe incloſe inthe 
drieſt corner of that cloſe halfe an acre, and that there 
Wereno fence before about the ſaine, bur that it weretso: 
beincloſed round with a good dich and hedge, which-' 
would containe forty cight Rode, andthatthechargeat 
the firſt hould coſt three pound (ixe ſhillings eight pence, 
and that the maintayning thereof, till the woodthat is- 
therein to be planted ſhould be paſt taking hurt by cattell, 
which may be ten ycares,ſhould coſttwo pound thirteene 
ſhillings foure-pence more, being in all fixe pound, more 
by the halfe then it can coſt. The balfe acre being thus 
incloſed,digge therein about Chriſtmas ſeuen ſcore and 
renne plots ofa yardſquare, leaving three: yardes cuery 
Way betweene the plots digged; let itlie with the grafle 
ſide downetill about Midſomer, then digge itagaine; and 
againe about Hollan-tyde,whenthe Maſt of Okes, Beech, 
onthe Chates of Aſh falleth from the trees-: then take of 
the ſame Maſt or Chats, according, to the nature " = 
& oile,.,. 


4. 'The Commons complaint. 


foile,and (et-them halfe a foote aſundet, and not aboue a 
hand bredth deepe, and keepe it weeded well the firſttwo 
.yeares 3 being ſure that the ſpring be not troden on : after 

which time there may bein September aboutthe middeſt 

thereof, the ſappe being then in the roote, all theyoung 
plants. drawne vp to be plantedinthe hedges of the ſame 
cloſe,onely reſeruing two in _ plotof the beſt, being 
moſt likely to be trees , and after ſ1xe yeares there may be 
drawne vp halfe the reſt to be-planted elſe-where, leauing 
\then onely a hundred and fiftic ;in which time the ground 


may be mowed berweene the plants,ſo that thereby there - 


is ſmall loſſe : for after the three firſt yeares the ground 
may be eaten with ſheepe, and after ten yeares the ground 


 maybelaid forth to the cloſe, as it was before with ſcuen 


ſcoreand ten young trees,which within fourefcore yeares 

may well be worth'ſo many pounds. The hedges being 

planted as is ſet downe,cannotyeeldſo little fire-wood as 

may be worth twenty ſhillings a yearc: the twenty catcell 

that there is to be bredde or fedde cannot beleſſe bettered 

then two ſhillings in a beaſt yearely by their quiet liuing 

inthe wood thus planted; keeping there the fleſh that be- 

fore they loft: being before-conſtrained by the extreme 

heate of the Sunne, and Flyes ,. for want of (haddow or 

wormeſtall,corunnevp and downe the cloſe, loſing the 

fleſh inthe heat that they gotin the coole,artd ſoſpoyling 

the water with running intoit, asſeldome they could ger 

their bellies full of water ( the want thereof breederth ma- 

ny diſeaſes). Andfurther by thequiet being ofthe cattell 

inthewood, there is grafle ſaued yearely worth twentie 
ſkjllings, which before was ſpoyled by the cattels running, 

atv and foyling of the graſſe. And by this meanes 
ir appeareth,thatafter ten yeares the twenty acres.may " 
© be 
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 TheCommons complaint: 5 
be improued atthe leaſt fortie ſhillings a yeareby the car- 


. ell: ſothatitis butthree yearesprofice thus ro improue. 


thetwenty acres. And this for the breeding and feeding 
of cattel, all breeders and feeders will afirme, andthata 
better breed of cattel] may be raiſed of thoſe grounds that 
wanteth good.water for their cattel and ſhadow : and for 
thoſe grounds that wantes eyther, can neuer breed good . 
cattell,or make ſo much profite of their Dairies, as beſt- 
may appeare betweene Lancaſhire and Lincolnſhire, and 
all ather countries where ſuch meanes of water and wood 
is wanting. Andby the wood thetwenty acres is bettered 
at the leaſt other forticſhillingsayeare : for if it be caſt ir 
ſhall appeare,that a tree growing til it be foureſcore years 
olde,being then worth rwentic ſhillings, it groweth after 
three pence a yeare. So that ſo many Timber-trees, ſo 
many pounds beſides the fire-wood. What loſle or gaine . 
here isequired,Ileaue to becenſured by theReader, 


Op1n2cTtTIioONS: 


T hath beenc obiced that itis againſt a mans profite | 
It reſerue his woods, for they grow but after three 
ſhillings foure pence an-acre per azdum , & the ground 
being conuerted to paſture, it is worth: tenne ſhillings an 
acre per anadum.And further it hath been ſaid by ſome that 
theyhaue wood cnoughfor them and theirheires,letthem 
plant wood that needeth,eyther for building or any other 
vſes; and that.it cannot be conceiued how wood: can be 
planted,in reſpe& ofthe difference of ſoiles, or howplants 
may be gotten to plant the Kingdome withall,or that any 
ſuch profice may ariſe, and thar there is Sea-coales enow 
to ſupply many wants. - 4 
HR - 
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T «: ObieAions are too true, as may appeareto the 


worldas touching wood, bur not in thereſt, as 

A. hath beeneproucd, and might: further appeareif 
aſuruay were taken of the woods now growing in this 
Kingdome: for it would be found, that the fourth part is 
notable to maintaine ir ſeife rhreeſcore yeares without 
good inaintayning andpreſeruing. Andas touching the 
difference ofoiles, who knoweth not, may hereby know , 
thar wood hath and will grow in moſt part of all this King- 
dome,being planted and preſerued , as firſt appeareth by 
the peakes of Darby ſhiere and other ſtonie countries, 


where there is yet to be ſeene Afhe wood growing about = 


euery towne,though very rockie : as for oke, beech,clme , 
and aſhe,it doth grow in flinty or grauelly ground , as ap= 
peareth by theChilterne countrey, {as it is termed in ma- 
ny ſhicres) and on the grauelly grounds euery way about 
London, by Elme : and for ſoft ftennifh grounds, it appea- 
reth about the townes thar there is ſome , and hath beene 


better ſtore of Elme and Willow, and other ſuch like' 


woods,and would be if it were planted and preſerued. The 


maner how to plant elme & willow is to lop ayong elme 


or Willow, the lop being but ofthree yeares growth, in 
- thelatter endof March or the beginning of Aprill , when 
the ſappeis vp in the boughes,and the buddes ready co put 
forth, then cutte off the boughes ſo lopped, cut them in 
lengthes of a foot long Coult-foote wiſe,leauing the knot 
Where the budde is to put forth in che middeſt; then lay 
theſe ſhort boughes in trenches where you would haue 
the wood to grow, three or fourc fingers deepe,and couer 
| them 


LET -.. 


BEE Ss To 


rs Sg ICE 
: ot 6 
POT FR 


Pd ore of aa: ad Sens 


IOC VAGEY TO IT TP 


» 
TATA SOS 2 -/i5;,, 2! 


T he Commons complaint. 7 
them well with mould wel trodden,lcaving the knotbare,- 
in moiſt ground for the Willow, the Elme will growein 
harder ground : ifthe ſpring bedrie then water them, and 
aſluredly they will grow ſooner tobe trees then ſets ,and_ 
being ſet ſomething thicker : andſo willlictle yong roots 
of Elme,being taken when theſappe is in them, and ſer as 
quick: ſets, by-which meanes the Fenniſh countreyes may 
haueElme Timber , fire-wood and wormeſtall or ſhelter 
for their.cattell, And as for Sea-coales, there is no aſſu- 
rance how long they may endure : it is apparant that 

| Coale-mines doe decay too faſt in moſt.countries,and are 
toochargeable to many countreyes in reſpett of carriage, 


and in moſt mines are _notto be.got without the vic of | 
much wood. | | = 


what further benefite may be made on ſheepe-walkes, Downes or 
' Heathes by planting of Wood where the groundes are 
barren. | 


Ffor example, that on every Sheepe-walke whereon. 
Poe is or may be kept fiue hundred ſheepe there were 
plowed vp about Chriſtmas twenty acres in the lows- 

eſt bottom ofthewalke for this purpole, where water may 
be kept all che yearc,aſwg]l for the breeding of Fowle, as 
for the other profites: all which may be maintained vnder 
onechargeby the Shepheard(without forcing,tor thaton 
ſuch Downes little cattellcommerh). Being fo plowed, 
letitlic till Midſomer: if then it be perceiued that there 
will be Maſt that yeare,then plough itagaine,andthen ler 
itHevnrill abour Hallowmas : Then takethe Maſt of Oke, 
. Beech and the Chats of Aſhe , bruiſed Crabbes., after the 
veriuice isprefled out, and hawes: mingle theſe together 
. rQ 
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to ſowabout the ſides and endes of the ground about a 
. yardbroad,andvponthe reſt ſow no hawes, but ſome few 


kernels of Crabs ;then begin at a ſide and ſow fiue yardes 


of bredth,8 plough vnder this Maſt and Chats very ſhal- 
low,then leaucfixc yardesin bredth, and ſow and plough 
fiueyardes more,and ſo from ſideto fide, and beſureto 
leaue a yardandhalfe at the laſt fide. The reſt of the head- 
lands to lietill the reſt of the cloſe bee ſowen in March 
with Otes, that the cattell may not hurt the Maſt ſowen by 
treading on it. 

The cloſe being thus ſowen with Maft and Otes , in the 
meane time there would be a houſe builded for the She- 
pheard to dwell in,where he may beſt ouer-ſeetheground 


for his caſe. The charge thereof, firſt , of the houſefiue- 


pound,the plowing thriſeand the harrowing two ſhillings 


cight pence an acre, cight poundthe Maſt, and getting it 


ready fortie ſhillings, for fiue quarters of Otes to ſow the 
ground fiftie ſhillings,for the getting of Otes in harueſt, 
and carrying of them into the barne rwenty illings, and 
ſo the whole charge is twenty pound, whereof the Otes. 
will yeeld fikecne pound, which will pay for the weeding 
ofthe ground, if they increaſe bur ſixe of one. Then when 


the ſpring is of two yeares growth, there may be drawne. 


vp part of the ſpring, which may þe imploied for quickſets: 
and when the remainder is fix years of growth, there may 
be more drawn vp to beſet : at which drawing there may 
be got as many as will be well worth five pound, leauing. 
then none but fortie foure of eyther {ide of cuery row, 
fiue yards between enery one, and here and there to leaue 
ſome ſpeciall one that is like to be a fine tree for Tymber , 
and fome hundred or more of the Crab-trec ſtockes to 
grafton.and in the hedge round about to be left thicke 
| | foure 
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foure yardesbetweene cuery tree, and ſo leaue as there 
may be left atthe leaſt three thouſand fiue hundred beſides 
Crab-trees. Theſe three thouſand five hundred growing 
twenty yeares, there may be then rwo thouſand ſtocked 
vp,which will be well worth twelue pence a piece to be 
ſolde; fiue hundred of the very beſt ro remaine for Tim- - 
ber-trecs,and athouſand to be topped, which at euery cen 
yeares end may be lopped for fire-wood : the tops ofthat 
thouſand trees cannot beſo little worth as fifty pound : by 
which meanes ar that twenty yeares endthere may be gat- 
ned by the two thouſand trees that are ſtocked , a hundred 
pound,and fiue hundred trees left, that within foureſcore 
yeares may well be worth five hundred pound: thethou+. 
ſand\trees remaining to be lopped will grow after five 
ro per andum atthelcaſt ; and the ground being before 
arren(hardly worth ewelue pence an acre) will be worth 
ten ſhillings an acre per andum: for by the grafle and weeds 
that will grow the firſt ſixeyeares,, and the lodging ofthe 
ſheepe in-the night, when che weather is ſuch as they can- 
not be folded, and the ſhadow ofthe trees, which are ſo to 
bee planted that there may bee eleuen yardes berweene e- 
uery tree,exceptin the hedges, the ground will be made 
very good meadow,and will finde the (heepe bay enough 
with good winter paſture , and warme ſhelter inſharpe 
weather. Andif water can be kept, there may be bred with 
twenty poundcoft, fowle or pullen well worth twenty 
nobles per andum, all charges borne: ifthe plot for fowle 
be neare corne , then may there be beſt kept wilde Ducks 

and Mallards, which doe neuer hurt corne in field: : 
If rhelike planting of wood were on common Shegpe- 
walks, Common paſtures,and Commons where the lands 
are ſo good as they might be ſowen with Vheat or Rye, 
LO 0 with 
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with the Maſt, the whole charge thereof would be made in 
| three yeares worth twenty pound gaine at theleaſt, by the 
croppe of Wheate or Rye, and acrop of Otes after be- 
tweenethe grounds where the Maſt is ſowne , as before 
is ſet downe. Ifthe like prouifion were made in Parkes 
where wood decayeth,and hay is ſcantfor Deere,it would 
be very beneficiall ro the owners, and by the. planting our 
Commons;common paſtures, or common Sheepe- walks 
by the charges of the towne whereunto ſuch grounds doe 
belong,che charge will be inned,as before is ſer downe,in 
three ycares a preſentreliefe raiſed by fowle to the poore 
of the towne,of ſix pound thirteene ſhillings fourepence, 
' andafter tenne yeares , three'pound ſixe ſhillings eight 
pence at. the lealt by fruite : after twenty yeares by rwo 
thouſandtrees that may be ſtocked,one hundred pound to 
remaine for aſtocke,and five hundred trees to be left for 
Timber,and one thauſand trees remayning to belopped, 
which may yeelde woode-worth five pound a yeare; by 
which meanes the townes where ſuch-prouiſion may be 
made;may not only be greatly caſed of the charge oftheir 
poore,but alſo haue a ſtocke whereby they niay be alwaies 
diſcharged of ſuch charges as may. happen eyther to 
Church or King bythe increaſe of theitocke. And further 
take certain knowledge that all barren and moſſte-grounds 
may-be.improued much by letting three yeares grafle rot 
on theground,and it is the'onely way nex: vato Lime to 
deſtroy Moſſe. ; 


Concerning viduals,the wantthereofis verygreat,in_- 


regard thatallkinde of viduals is riſen and growne more 
deere in price within theſe laſt ſixe yeares then intwentic 
-yeares before :andifthe dearth of viftuals ſhall happen to 


increaſe but a few yeares to come{(as by all likelihood it is 
- nn 
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like for to doe Jexcepr ſome ſpeedy remedy be prouided, 
the poore man by his labours ſhall not get wherewith to 
relieue himſelfe and family. This dearth may be much 
caſed, ifthat euery onethat hath a Pigeon houſe might be 
enioyned,or otherwiſe required to breed yearly extraor- 
dinarily acertain number of fowle or pullen,as thallſeeme 


| beſtto theichking. The manner and faſhion ſhall beſer 


downe by a plot tor the purpoſe, how they may be bred, 
with the charge and profite that may yearely ariſe to the 
OWNnerse. F 

The reaſons whereof are fiue :firſt,in regard thataplor 
to breed fowle or pullen in, w<Þ may be made & furniſhed 
with lefle charges then a Pigeon houle,yeeldeth morepro- 
fice andnothing atall offendeth the people;wheras the Pi- 
geons are a great cauſe of this dearth,and more chargeable 
and profitable to their owners,and the loſſe that the King- 
domereceiuerththereby is infinite , as at large ſhall bepro- 
ued. | | 

Secondly,that it is to be ſuppoſed that euery one that | 
is able to build a Pigeon houſe ,is alſo able to make aplor 
for fowle or pullen to breedin, and eyther is or ſhould be 
the Lordofthe Mannor,, who hath to his Mannor-ſome 
conuenient ground ro makea plor on for that purpoſe, 
and to breed {o many pullen or fowle yearly as he keeperh 
Pigeons. 4 | 

Thirdly,that as a Pigeon houſe is builded for houſe-kee- 
ping,fo the fowle and pullen is more profitable, as alſo 
ſhall de proued. . 

Fourthly,thart as the extreme dearth of viQuals cauſeth 
many to breake vp houſ-keeping , and to put away their 
ſeruants, whereby many through want fall toftealing,and 
therby cometo-an vntimely end;{o an extraordinary bree- 
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ding of fowle and pullen,with other meanes as followeth, 
may by Gods blelling fo eaſe the extremity thereof, as 
men may,as their aunceſtors haue in former ages,delight 
in hoſpital:ty, and thereby preuent many inconueniences 
that the extremity of dearth doth and may procure. 

Fifcly and laſtly,the profite of the fowle and pullen ſhal 
be proued to be ſuch as no charitable Chriſtian can denie 
to. performe. 

Now to proue the difference of the charge and profite 
betweene a Pigeon houſe and aplot for towle and pullen: 
Firſt; all men of experience know,that an ordinary Pigeon 
houſe offiue yardes anda halfe ſquare , and foure yardes 
high to the eueſings ;in which houſe there may be con- 
tained rwelue ſcorepaire of Pigeons, will coſt fiue and 
twenty pound at the leaſt, and that it will be three yeares 


before it commeth to the beſt profite; and when it com-. 


meth to that,the beſt Pigeon houſe is ſeldome worth five 
pound per and , except it be within threeſcore miles of 


- London, where all vituals are deerer then 1a other places 


of the Kingdome, or a double houſe. I will not ſtand to 
proue the opinion of the multitude, of the charge ofa Pi- 


_ geon,thatſhe will eate (if ſhee haue liberty ) a quarter of 


corneina yeare {although I haue ſomereaſon to belecue 
it,for that two credible perſons did affirme vato me, that 
they had lately ſeene halfe a pinte ofcorne at one time, ta- 
ken out ofan olde Pigeons croppe, and offered ro make 
proofe thereof by witneſſes of good credite } : burl will 
admit of that which in common reaſon is not to bedeni- 
ed,that Pigeons haue corneat will to feede on morethen 

alfe the yeare ;and admitting that there be twelueſcorc 
paire ina houſe of olde Pigeons, as commonly there is, 
and that euery olde Pigeon in that time with her young 
ones 
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ones ſhould cate but two buſhels,which commeth to ſixe 
ſcore quarters at a houſe: & itis generally holden that they 
hinder the increaſe of that which would grow ,and ſpoyle 
as much as they eate , from the timethat corne grow- 
eth ripe in the fielde, betore harueſt be done and the feede 
times: Andthus in reaſon it doth appeare, that in all the 
ſaid rimes ofthe yeare there is at theleaſt {ixteene weekes, 
in which time ſhe gathereth vp much corne thatis left vn- 
couered by the harrowes, which a ſhower ofraine would 
couer , and fo. would grow : and naturally all Peaſe and 
Beanes if they fall not deepe in ſowing, and be very well 
couered,they will ſwell out of the ground, and lie bare vp- 
pon the ground ; and yet notwithſtanding Peaſe and 

Beanes,andall other corne by nature groweth with the 

root firſt into the ground,and then ſpringeth vpwards : ſo 

that after the ſeed-times be done, andthe corne groweth 

greene, till it grow ſo high that the Pigeons cannot goe 

through it,they gather vp the corne growing, and breake 

off the blades,and eate the corne : all which will be conft- 
dently proued by all Husbandmen and Gerftlemen, eſpe» 
cially by ſuch as ſometimes lend their minds to vnderſtand 

the profite of husbandry. | 

T his being allowed{(which by no meanes can be diſpro- 

ued)it appeareth thar twelue ſcore paire of Pigeons de- 

uoure,deſtroy, & hinder the increaſe of twelue ſcore quar- 
ters of corne in ayeare. Admitit were but halfe ſo much, 

and that the corne were rated, being VV heat , Rye, Barley 

and Peaſe,but attwo ſhillings and a pennie the buſhell, 

fixe ſcore quarters. commeth to a hundred pound per a- 

dum ata houſe. Admit further , that the ſ1xt part thereof 


© betheowners ofthe Pigeon houſe{for ſo it is to be ſuppo- 


ſed that the Lord of the Mannor hath a ſixth part ofthe 
. = towne, 
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towne,then it followeth that his fiue pounds-worth of Pi- 
geons coſteth him {1xteene pound thirteene ſhillings and 
cight pencear the leaſt, What othercharge his Pigeons 
are vnto him, I forbeareto relate : the number of the Pige- 
on houſes cannotbe fewer then forty thouſand , with the 
Pigeons kept at houſes. Now tothe charge and profite of 
fowle or pullen: theplotandall things thereunto belong- 
ing will not coſt abaue twenty pound, to hauc it ſecure, 
and ſo.as when occaſion 1s,that ſome of the wilde kinde is 
taken,the taking of ſome may not offend the reſt that are 
coremaine. The plot muſt be eſpecially for the wilde 
kinde of Duck and Mallard, which are beſt ro bekept both 
for profite andpleaſure, ina piece _ nd where water 
is and maybe got andkept al the yeare,of two andtwenty 
yards ſquare,to be mortced about witha mote of arode or 
pole of bredth, which wil be twenty poleabout;to be made 
ſixefoor deepein the middeſt, and ſomething ſhallower 
towards the fides, which will coſt at fiue ſhillingsa rode, 
five pound. Theleuelling ofthe ground, with quickſet and 
workemanſhip, foure pound, the houſe being fiue yardes 


ſquare and fixe foot high,and hauing alittle chamber ouer 


it to keepe Otes in to feed them : the houſe to be but ſtud- 
dedand thinly lathed, two fingers betweene the lathes: 
which houſe cannot coſt aboue eight pound, and the 
bridge and doore twenty, 

The plot being made,pur into it about Chriſtmas three 
{core tame Duckes and twenty Mallards, which will coſt 
about three and fifty ſhillings toure pence , or at Candle- 
mas for winrefDockes foie Hennes andten Cocks, to 
remaine till wilde:Ducke egges be gotten to breede on in 
the meane time : there are neither the Hennes nor the 
Duckes,bur their egges will be worth the corne, branne, 

| and 
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and draines that theyong Ducklings muſt be fedde with- 
all,rill they can-eate Oates, The plor being thus ready and 
all-things elſe;ſend one with a horſe for eggesin March in- 
to Cambridge ſhiere into the fennes, or: intoanyorther 
neererplace, where: wilde duckes egges-areto be gotfor 
money,eſpecially in the fennes, ifthe people haueliberty 
ro get them for in theſpring time when the wilde duckes 
haye,the pooreſort will goe with a dogge intothe fennes, 
where their dog wil put vp the fowle out off their neafts, 
andthen ifthey finde many-egges therein:thar be vnſitren, 
they will rake moſt of them away with aladle., or by ſome 
other meanes 3 ſo that they neither handle the egges that 
they leaue behinde,nor breath vpon them; and then will 
marke the place wherethe neſt is, ſo as they may readily 
cometo-it,afitonce in a weeke wilfetch all the egges that 
are laideigthe meanetime,andſo make the ducke( whoſe 
nature is to lay till her neaſt be full before ſhe willfitte)ſs 
pooreas:they may take her (which oftentimes the hungry 
ſortdoe,) Theegges being thus got ready,when thekees 
per of them ſeeth the henne feather herneaſt, andbegin- 
neth to fit,then lay.in the neaſt twelue wilde ducke egges: 
and thus in-twoyeares the whole number of the wilde or 
tame may be bredinſuchſort asthey may be taken off at 
the owners pleaſure,and aſtocke of foure-ſcore of the ol- 
deſtto belett for breeding with twenty Mallards: which 
foure ſcore olde duckes will breed and bringvp common- 
ly cucry one of them ceightat the leaſt; the wholenumber 
to bee three hundred and, twenty -couple, to be ſolde, 
are well worth «eight pence the:couple,, which ariſerh 
co the ſummeoften pound anda marke for their young 
ones. Then the cgges that they will yearelylay tobe Bur 
worth fifty three ſhilings.and foure pence,ar fiue apennys 
| | | and 
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and the Fiſh that may be bred in the More yeerely, to bee 
worth rhirtecneſhillings foure pence; prouided alwayes 
that there breede no Pikes , for they will deſtroy the yong - 
Fowle but not the Pullen. The whole Summe is fourreene 
pound, dedu&t out ofthe ſame fiue pound, to buy renne 
quarters of Oares yearely., which ten quarcers will allow 
the Fowles aboue a buſhell and halte a weeke, which is 
more then is necdfull co beſpent on them: for excepr irbe 
in-Froft or Snow when the ground is couered, or when 
they fitte, and the young ones are not able to flie a- 
broad, avery ſmall quantirie will ſerve to giue them euery 
morning a few, that every one may get a dozen cornes. 
As for their breede, being once well haunted , they will 
neueraway in the day, it they may be in quiet bur alroge- 
ther in the night,by which means they are halfe ſafe from 
Vermine, andthey will continue there eſpecially in bree- 
ding titne. For expericnce teachieth all men toknow, thae 
all ching that harh life, loueth beft the place wherein it was 
bred, finding there their beſtreliefe and reſt : & that all the 
Winter (ill breedingtime} there are hardly onecouple 
of Duckes and Mallardto be ſeenein the Fennes, bur abun- 
dance in Summertime, where they remaine vnrtill about 
Michaelmas, and then they goe away againe. Then fur- 
ther allow fortic ſixe ſhillings eight pence to the keepers, 
and towards the keeping 'of the Hedge, the remainderis 
cleere (all charges defrayed ) fixe pound thirteene ſhillings 
and foure pence. Thus is the proofe made bertweene the 

Pidgions andche.wild Fowle. 
— Theptotforramewill not coſt ſo much by thecharge 
ofthe houſe, for being tame,they may be taken at pleaſure. 
The Pullen will yeeld a greater profic: for there may be 
likewiſe kept atalike plot, toureſcoreHennes , andtwen- 
ue 
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tie Cockes, admit every Hen to breedeyearely bur eight 
Chickens, (though it will bee graunted they will breede 
ewiſe in euery yeare, and at each rime eight at theleaſt } 
their numberis {ixteeneſcore couple, whereof cightſcore 
coupleto be ſold being Chickens at ſixe pence the couple, 
make foure pound. Fourcfcore couple of Hens at tweJue 
pence the couple comes to foure pound , and foureſcore 
couple of Capons at twoſhillingsthecouple, comes to 
eight pound, The Egges cannot bee lefſe worth then 
eight pound atfive apenny.And the fiſh that may be bred 
 yearely in the More will yeeld thirteene ſhillings foure 

ence: Thetorall is twentic foure pound, thirtcene ſhil- 
Logs and foure pence, out of which dedu& rhirteene 
pound, to buyrwentie ſixe quarters of Qates, whereby 
they may be allowed one wecke with another throughour 
the yeare, foure buſhels. Allow further yearely foure 
poundto the keeper of the Pullen and the maintaining of 
the plor, although it be ſuppoſed, that euery onethar will 
bee at the charge of any of t:eſe Plots, keeperh one that 


tendeth his Pullen that he hath already, ſo thatthecharge ' 


hereof will bee ſo much thelefle. The houſefor Pullen 
will coſt about fortie ſhillings more then a houſe for 
Fowle, inreſpect that although rhe houſe may bee two 
yardes narrower, yet it muſt be three yardes longer, with 
Poles in it for the Pullen rofit vpon. As for neſts theyſhal 
ncede none in the Louſe, but in borders wherethey will 
take more delightto breede in then in a houſe, and bee 
freer trom doſfles, by reaſon of the ayre; therefore ir ſhall 
not begreatly ncedfull to haue a Chamber in that houſe 


for that the Keeper may bring the Oares at any time when 


he commeth to them. But the reafon-why a Chamber is 


conuenient inthe houſe, wherein the Fowle muſt be vſed 
EM = _ 
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to feede, is eſpecially. for the Keeper to ſtay priuately in, 
to take ſome of the Fowle at pleaſure , withoutoffending 
thereſt. Thus all charges to the vttermoſt being ſer down, 
the remainder is feuen pound thirtcene ſhillings and foure 


pence per andum declaro,at the leaſt ata chepexate. The 


charge ofthe Plotis vnder, three yeares purchaſe for.the 
Pullen, and threeyeares.purchale for Duckes and. Mal- 
Jards.. As for the manner of breeding of Pullen and tame 
Fowle, it is needlefſe to ſet downe, onely thus much: For 
the tame, their charge will be aslitle or leſle then the wild, 
if they be bredin large Paſtures , wherethey may neither 
doc hurt to Corne nor Meadow ground, which the wilde 
will never doe. The reaſon is, the wild keepe in the water 
all rhe day, and feede altogether in thenighr, and dare 
not come neere Corne: andtheir Corne muſt bee given 


 themeuery morning alittle, to drawe them to their bree- 


ding place in the day, whither they will not faile to come, 
being there. bred and fed. It ſhal not be needfull ro beſtow 
much Corne vpon thetame, but onely at their firſt being 
put.into thePlot, where they mult bee kept in for three 
weekes ora moneth , in.whichtime being ted every Eue- 
ning, they will likewiſe ſo know their being , that thither 
they will come in thenight, and feede abroad all day, &« 
ſpecially ifthey findrthat theyfir quier inthe.night; ſuch is 
the difference oftheirkinds, the one. feedeth by day, and 
the other by night. Now it.remaineth to know how the 
wild muſt. bee bred, when they haue choſen their Neſtes, 
which ſhall.appeare in the Plot hereafter ſer downe. | 
. . Aﬀer the Fowle begin to lay , once awecke their-Kee- 

pex may. come to their neſtes when the Fowles are off, 
which will be towards night ; and for thar purpoſe bring 
withthemanſron ladle, with a handle halte a yardlong at 
| _—_ the 
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the leaſt, wherewith they may reach into theneſts of the 
Fowle,andfrom thence take ſome of theeltdeſt laid Egges, 
as neereas they can gefle,leauing.not aboue or vnder,two 
or threes taking great heede that they neither handle them, 
nor breath vpon them, for their nature is to find that fault, 
and then they wil forſake their neſts. Thus may the Egges 
for the moreprofit be raken from them, ſo longas indif 
cretion ſhall be thought fit., which commonly will bee a- 
bout ſometen weeks,ere that they be perceiued to feather 
their neſt : and bee ſure in the meane time to keepe ſome 
Egges, that had beene neither handled nor breached on; 
and ifthere want Egges in any ofthenelſts, when it is per- 
ceived that they fir, then with the Ladle,put in more, and 
make the number rwelue at the leaſt, The maner how to 
take them is thus. | E- 
Thehouſe being made, as before is fet down, thedoore 
thereof muſt be thus-made: Alight frame of Wood as can 
be made, ro be as broad and ſo long as the Doore ſtead is, 
being for the purpoſe a yard or thereabout, for thatcom- 
monly ts the breadth of Canuis or haire Cloth. Then 
rake (for the betterlaſting) ſo much haire Cloth as the 
Doore is of height, and make it faſt to the frame of wood 
as a Doore, which muſt be hanged like a Shop window at 
the top of the Dooreſtegd,to be drawen vp by a Cord and 
a Pully, and io to ſtand. *Jnrhe meane time the fowle-muſt _ 
be v{ed to be fed in thehouſe, which by little and litle they” 
will eaſily be brought vnto, it they. be vſuall fed there, and 
ſomerame ones kept among them for tharpurpoſe,which 
forſundry cauſes't hold he fitter to breede on eſpecially 
they being notable to flie, muſt of neceffitie ſtay:there, 
which will make the Duckes to reſort thither for their 
mates. And ſome doe hold that the nature of the wilde : 
| = W Mallard, , 
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Mallard, is to ſucke the Egges if hefindchem ; being chus 
viedto haue their Corae inthe houſe, which they may be 
brought vnto, whereof I could giue many inſtances, bur 
one may ſerue for breuitie: One at S.7ones,the other at 4- 
gener, the houſe from whence I deſcended; the laſt owner 
thereof had by a Tenant ofhis a dozen wild Ducke Egges 
brought him , which hecaufed to bee ſet vader a Henne, 
which brought him vp twelue yong Duckes, and of them 
were bred many about the Mote of his houſe, ſo that there 
harh beene threeſcore at a time;which although they were 
wild bred, yer wouldthey haue followed from the Mote 
through the Court, andintothe Hall for meate, being cal- 
led, and but ſometime vſcd ſo for pleaſure. And when it 
pleaſed the owner to: ſee aflight, they were alwayes pur 
-out of the Mote,and then would they flie to the riuer,or to 
ſome other pits of water where they wereto be found,and 
being fline at, as many as eſcaped with life, would not faile 
ro come home. The Fowle being thus wonted to the 
houſe, the Keeper being determined co take any of them, 
may goe'into the houſe and call them thicher , according 
to his wonted maner; the Corne being ſtrewed in the 


bouſe, the Keeper may goe vp a Ladder into the Cham- | 


ber, and there ſtay with the cord ofthe Doorein his hand, 
as priuately as he can, and by degrees let the doore down, 
and when hee perceiuerh that moſt of the Fowle are gone 
forth, then may he let the Doore cloſe downe, and fo take 
them as quietly as may be, and no whit offend the reſt. If 
all Noblemen and others of the better fort would putthis 
in execution in Forreſts,Chaſes Parkes,great Paſtures and 
Commons,it would not only bevery beneficial for them- 
ſclucs in their houſe-keeping , but would likewiſe eaſe the 
£xtreme dearth of viuals, to the caſing ofthis grieuance, 
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N. the caſting of the Mote, the beft carth muſt bee caft into the Plot , to raiſe it ſo as the Houſe may 
Tic three or foure yards higher then the ſides to the Moteward, that the water miy deſcend. and for 
pleaſure, there may be ſome kind of Quick-wood [et about it , whereby it may be kept Fort-ltke. The 
bor ders for pleaſure may be ſet with Þreuct, whercon many conceites may be faſhioned, ſeeming as though 
the Fowle bred vnaer them; but for profit with Gooſe-berie ſets, which will put forth and be greene time- 
ly in the yeare,to ſhadow the N'gfts. The paſſadges betwene the neſts, would be 4 yardbroadat the leafl,and 
zn the vaſl places about the houſe, ſome fruit trees may be planted for profit. On the out ſide of the Mote 
for Fowle, there muſt be a doable Quick-wood ſet of Whitethorne , kept thicke in the batome that the 
Fowle may not creepe through to be kept battled if the owner pleaſe. The Quick wood to be ſet clſe to the 
fide of the Bridge, and the Bridge to lie longer forth then the Heage, ly a yardand 4 halfe , ſo that unatr 
either ſide of tne Bridge, there may be alittle Doore to open andſhut at pleaſure, to the end the wild kindt 
after they be fourteene dajes old, may be let forth a nights to feede, and to ceme in amornings (whereof 
they will not faile.) The tame kindmuſt not be let forth, till they be paſt taking hurt ly Vermine, anathey 
#0 be let forth amornings, and to come in a Euenings. For Pullen there needeth no Fence at allon the out- 
ſide: On the Bridge there muſt be a Doore, and ſo made 25 noVermine may creepe in , either cuer or by it, 
and a Trap continually would be kept on the Bridge. On either ſide the Mote, there muſt be left zyard and 
a halfe, or rather two yards in the inſide for the Fowle toſit on at pleaſure, and for fiſhing the Mote, the 
Morte m:y be broder at the owners pleaſure, In large Parkes or Paſlure grounds, it were moſt profit to be 
both t owle and Pullen, the Plats being as fare aſunder as may be. 
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Obiettions againſt breeding of Fowle. 


Hat ſuch abundance of Fowle by this meanes may 
be bred, that thereby Corne may bee made deare. 
Secondly, that they will deſtroy the increaſe of Fiſh, = 
irdly, that they will ſo foyle the ground where they are . _” 
ed, that the Cartel] will not eace the grafle. E 


T he anſwere to this Obieftion. 


Irft, as touching the dearth of Corne that by them 
may grow, that ſhall bee anſwered hereafter in place 
for that purpoſe , and how more Corne may bee fa- 

d by the tenth part then they can ſpend, which is yeare- 

leſtroyed by Vermine, 

Secondly , that they doe nor deſtroy or hinder the 

ede of Fiſh as ic doth appearc, eſpecially in the Fennes 

che Ile of Ely, where there is greater ſtore of Fiſh, then 
re isinary place of England, except it bee inſuch like 
1niegro! ads: in which Ile there is more Fowlethen 
ceis inal' England befides,efpecially in ſpawning time, 
yhich time they may doe moſt hurt , but at other times 

y can do-;none: For after there is life in the Fiſh, no 

mming t owle can hurt them. And forthe better fatif- 

ion of alimen in this point, ler cuery man call tore- 
mbrance whether ever he ſaw orheard of a Fiſhtaken 
of a wild Mallards crop. 

[ hirdly, 45 rouching their foyling of the ground,an in- 

ce may | : taken by all fenniſh Commons where they 

nt, andy all other Commons where great ſtorevof 
ſe are bred and kepr, where is to bee ſeene the foyle of 
| | the 


— — 
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the Geeſeto be thicke on the ground [and yet the Cattell 


feeding among it) that in common reaſon they cannor 
bur gather ſome of irinto their mouthes:though the foyle 
of Geeſe is holden the moſt dangerous foile of allother 
Fowle; yet didT neuer heare any complaine of any loſle 
taken cither by their foyle or feathers, although: in the 
moulting time, the Commons. will ſeeme. as it were 
ſtrowed with feathers. And it-is holden by many good 
Husbands, that Fowles , eſpecially Duckes and M.llards | 
doe much good to groundand Cattel,eſpecially ro Deere 
and Sheepe, namely by gathering vp the VVormes that ſo 
ſproute-vp the earth in the night, which earth in grounds 
_ arecaten bare, is beaten abroad with cuery ſhowre of 
ainevpon the ſhort grafle, which commonly is the ſwee- 
teſt, whereonthe.Deere..and Sheepedeſire molt to feedes 
and thereby gather vp the earth that.is ſo beaten on the 
_ Graſſe bythe raine, whickearrhis holden by moſt skilfull 
men in ſheepe , to bee the principall cauſe of theRotte: 
which the better may.bee canceiued for as much as .ex- 
periencehath manifeſted, that ſeldome- either Sheepe or 
Deererotte irrgrounds decpe of Grafle. Alſo Wormes 
live by the fat ofthe eartb, anddecay the ſtrength thereof, 
(as all the great Gardiners doe affirme) which Fowle and 
Pullen will deſtroy, efpecially-wild Ducke and Mallard, in 
reſpe& that they altogether feede by night. onthe bareſk 
grounds, and vpon Vormes moſt efall, - 


The ſecond remeaie for the dearth of Vittuals,by 
planting of Fruite. | 
Þ* as much as by the experience that is taken out of 
A moſtofthe Countries of this Kingdome,ecſpecially = 


/ 
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of ſome parts of Worceſterſhire, Gloceſterſhire, & Here- 
fordſhire,wher it is generally affirmed that there be ſundry 
men,thatraiſeth to their purſes yearly two hiidred pounds, 
by Fruit trees growing there in theirhedges and fields, 
ouer and beſides what hee ſpendeth in his houſe, in Cider 
and Perrie: And that there are ſome perſons, that haue thir- 
tie or fortie Hogdſheds ina yeare for Tithe. And further 
& appeareth, that in moſt Townes of this Kingdome,there 
haue beene prouident Husbands that have planted Or- 
chards, which in effec are now decayed, which haue not 
onely beene very beneficiall to themſclues, but alſo to the 
Commonwealth, andtherebe yerſorne few that do plant, 
ſome an Acre of ground, which is yearely worth fiue 
poundat theleaſt in Fruite. In reſpe& whereof and for 0- 
ther good conſiderations,ifit were provided (in regard the 
like profit may be yearely raiſed in the greater part of this 
Kingdome, to the great profir ofthe Planters, and benefit 
to the Commonwealth, which will likewiſe bee a ſpeciall 
meanes to disburden vs of the greateſt part of this grie- 
uance, forthat thereby the extreme price of Victuals will 
be greatly caſed,) Thar there may be a certaine number of 
fruite trees, planted in all the Hedges, as of Apples, War- 
dens and Peares , and moſt of all Apples, where White- 
thorne and Crab-trces doe or may hereafter growbeing 
' planted, viz. For every Acre of encloſed ground foure 
trees, which can no way be hurtfull, or hinder any other 
profit whatſocuer that may be raiſed out of hedges. The 
fruitethat by this meanes may be raiſed yearcly,can not be 
leſſe worth then twelue hundred thouſand pounds , ifthe 
fruit were ſold but for fixe pence a buſhell. - 
Andthis I may proue two ſeuerall wayes, Firſt, by ex- 
perience taken from Crabbes,it is knowen to all Huſ\ _ 
| E that 


4 


24. The Commons complaint 


that a buſhell of Crabbes, will make two gallons anda 
halfe of YVeriuice, and ſo much ſome cf the bzſt Chandlors 
in London haue affirmed to mee. I haue alſo inquired of 
ſome of the better ſort inhabiting in the Countries before 
recited, as I haue trauelled through thoſe Countries for 
this purpoſe for my better experience, how much Cider a 
buſhell of Apples will yeeld, or a buſhell of Peares of Per- 
ric; whoſe anſweres for the moſt part were, that a buſhell 
of ordinarie Apples , would art the firſt preſſe. yeeld two. 
gallons, anda buſhell of Peares ſ{oanthe moſt part, two- 
gallons and a halfe; and by putting a gallon of faire water 

; 1ntothe Apples ſo preſſed andletting it ſtand ſome twelue 
houres, fomerimes ſtirring them, and then prefle them a- 
gaine, would yeeld another gallon , but not ſo good for 
long laſting as the firſt. 

The ſecond is this, that in a buſhell chereis abouttenne: 
ſcore of the. greateſt Pippins, letſome ofchem to the num- 
ber oftwentie bee baked in a Porfor the purpoſe, or take 
twentie ofthem and roſte, and that man will be holden for: 
a monſter, thatcan eate ſo many at one meale, which may 
be ſold for a penny, and the ſurpluſage being foure pound, 
will recompence the labour thatis taken about them. By 
either of theſe meanesI hopeit will bee allowed , thatof 
themſelues they are worth the rate before ſer downe ,-and 
being baked in Paſte, a good and profitable vic is made of. 
them in many mens houſes, by ſauing other victuals; and 
when it pleaſeth God to bleſle thoſe few fruit trees that are 
in this King dome, it wil ſomething abate the extreme pri- 
6cs of vituals. This preſent yeare may bean inſtance,and 
allDcouers of Cattell will afirme, that they haue felt the 
fmart of theplentie of fruite, and the inhabitants of the 
Citie of London will acknowledge, that the fruit that 
COIN» 
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commeth thither, eaſeth ſomething the prices of viftuals, 

The/greateſt hinderance which may be to theſe good 
workes of planting fruit, and wood, will be confeſſed of 
molt men by their experience, who haue in their times 
ſeene many menbeginne to plant orchards, and ſet quick- 
wood, to the end to haue hedges in many places , eſpeci- 
ally by high wayes for the ſauing ofcorne; and art the firſt 
will make ſome prouiſionfor the preſeruing of the ſame, 
which afterwards ſome by couecting the graſle growing in 
the orchard, putteth ſome kinde of catrell therein which 
breaketh and ſpoileth the pans : others by wantof main- 
tayning the fences, whereby their expeCtation, coſt and la- 
bourisloſt,and ſo in quick-wood after a great colt in plan- 
ting, for alittle more coſt in maintayning, all is troden 
downeandloſt: in like ſort much good ipring woodis 
ſpoiled by cartell by want of good fencing. Thus either by 
couetouſneſle, niggardlineſſe,or negligence, many good 
ations are ouerthrowne to the loſle both ofthe owner & 
common-wealth, my counſell herein is to beginne well, 
and ro perſeuer therein vnto the end, 


Obzettions againſt planting of fruit. 


EF Irft, that if they bee planted in hedges they will bee 
 * ſtolen, and the hedges broken for them. - 
Secondly , that ſuch plenty of fruit would make 
corne ouer-cheape for the Farmour. 

Thirdly, thatif the hedges were ſo thicke planted with 
trees, in cloſes or fields, tharare nor aboue fixe acres, they 
will be very hurtfull 3 for that if ſuch cloſes or fields ſhall - 
happen to bee ſowen with corne or mowen. for hay , the 
trees will ſo keepe off the Sunne and winde that in wet 


E 2 j harucſts 
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harueſts it will greatly hinder the drying of hay and corne. 

Fourthly , that his landis his owne, and he will not be 
conſtrained to vie it otherwiſe then heliſteth,and that ſuch 
as hauea thouſand acres or more in occupation, may haue 
ſo much fruit as he ſhall not know what to doe with it.. 

] in particukar may beſtolen, and little good may 

grow:thereby , but being generally planted as is 
required,what cauſe may any charitable man haueto com- 
plaine? or what man complaineth in any of the Countries 
before recited (from whenceexample for this purpoſe is 
taken) of ſtealing his fruir, where the hedges are as thicke 
with fruit trees and other trees as is required ? For ſcarcity 
cauſeth ſtealing , but in thoſe Countries the trees in the 
hedges hang as commonly full of. fruit on the high waies 
fide as on the other, and the hedges of fielgs and cloſes in 
thoſe Countries, and in ſome other Countries are as thick 
of fruit trees andother trees as are required, and yet not- 
withſtanding ſuch as haue corne or hay in. little cloſes 
make ſhift to ger it drie. Thus the firſt andthird is anſwe- 
red. 

What charity is in the fourth, I referre to the cenſure 
ofthe indifferentReader. For it is in reaſon to be concei- 
ued that hardly halfe of the people of the Kingdome hath 
not grounds to plant on, but would buy them at the rate 
ſer downe, being cheaper then any other victuals,& by the 
plenty of fruitſuch ſtoreof Cydar may be made andkepr 
withour loſſe, vntill it may happen that a deereyearcof 


carne may come, Which then may beſpentin drinke , and 
| ea barly; 


The anſwere totheſe Obietions. 


Hefirſt I grant in part,that fruit being planted bur 
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barly be conuerted to breadcorne, and by this meanes 
corne may alwaies be ſoldat reaſonable prices in this land. 
This may be proyed by the beſt Merchants who will euer 
haue that Cyder which will keepe ſeuen yeares. And by 
- this meanes ſuch ſtore of Corne and Cyder may alwayes 
be in the Realme, that much treaſure may be brought into 
the land for Corne, Cyder, and many other commodities 
that may be ſpared, whereby the Kingdome may be great- 
ly enriched, and thecuſtomes increaſed tothe good of the 
King. & 

The fecond is idle : for whagman of experienceknow- 
eth not but that the Farmour that liveth by tillage, by fee- 
ding of beets, muttons, hogs, pulley, & many other things 

that may be fed or bred by corne , may make at all times 
(ifhee thinke corne too cheape in the market) by theſe 
meanes a ſufficientprice ofhis corne forthe buyer and ſel- 
ler. Moreouer, much more ground may be conuerted to 
the feeding and breeding of cattell and to dayries,all which 
is (as the world now goeth) very conuenijent, therather 
for that by experienceit hath beene continually feene that 
whereas corneis deare one ycarein ſeauen, yet for other 
fiue or {ixeyeares it is at a more reaſonable ratethen other 
viauuals, whichyearely riſein price, and ſeldome or neuer 
abate. And further if cornebe very cheape,it may be tranſ- 
pogred as it hath beene, with Pery and Cyder into other 

Zountries,ſo that if the Farmours ſhould looſe ſomething 
inthe prices of their corne,yet they ſhall gaine much more 
in their houſe-keeping and other neceſſaries. 

And whereas it may ſceme diſtaſtfull' ro ſome to plant 
their Fruit trees inthe Hedges;admit that there ſhould be 
an Acre incloſed, wherein may be planted foureſcorefruic 
trees, euery tree may haue a eleuen yards roome ro grow 


E. 3 on; 
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on, whereby the ground may take no hurt by Woodes, 
which after ten yeares-will yeeld one yeare with another 
andone tree With another a buſhell of fruit, rated as before 
at ſixe pencethe buſhell, this profit will amoune to fortje 
ſhillings the Acre at that rate. Admirfurther, that the 
charge of incloſing of this acre round abour,being 8.Rode | 
of breadth, and cwentie in length, ſhould coſt 18. pence a 

Rode;to haue a good Ditch double or treble,ſet withquick 

Thornes and Hedged round about on the outfide of the 

Ditch, which Hedge will laſt wel three yeares: atthe three 
yeares end towards the later end of March, cut the quicke 

wood vpwards with aknife cloſe by the ground, & weede 

the graſſe cleane vp from about the rootes, the woodof 
the old Hedge will pay for the labour, and then the firſt 
charge is foure pound and foure ſhilling. Then Hedgeir 

new againe,which may coſt thirtie and ſixe ſhillings, that 
Hedge will laſt well till the quicke wood bee palt taking 
hurt, for that in thoſe three yeares after it is cut, it will 
grow higher then it would doin ten yeares being not cut, 

and ſo thick that nothing can get through it. In the meane 
time whileſt the Fence is in growing, ifthere bee ſtrewed 
| ina Nurſerie the kernels of a hundred Apples, or kernels 
of Crabbes, or ſet when or before the quicke woodis ſer, 
there will be more ſets then that ground requireth, which 
being well preſerued, will bee big enough in three or foure 
yeares to graft vpon. The charge being {ixe pound, is but 
three yeares purchale. 


Far deſtroying of Virmine. 
"T* Hegreateſt deuourers of Corne, of theſe kinde are 


Rookes, Crowes and Spatrowes,the number where- 
| of 
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of is infinite, and ſo is the quantitie of Corne which they 
deſtroy yearely. They alſo greatly hinder the increaſe of 
 Corne, which when they cannot find ir lying abouethe 
ground, they ſcratch it vp with their Clawes or picke it vp 
with their Bils, Flades and Rootes; and when Corne is 
eared, then if it happen to be laide, both Rookes and Pid- 

eons light vpon it and fo ſpoyle ir, that ifit were worth 
Srtic ſhillings an Acre before, in one wecke they will 
make itnot worth tenne ſhillings the Acre. One kind of 
theſe Crowes live much vpon Chickens and Fowle , and 
by their Egges,and kill yong Lambes,and doe much hurt 
beſides. There are alſo many other flying Vermine, thar 
deſtroy Pheſants , Partridges, Fowle, Pullen and young 
Rabbets, which are Buzards, Kites , Ring-tailes aud Pyes, 
all which or the moſt part ofthem may eaſily be deſtroyed 
in three yeares onely, by the pulling downe of their neſts, 
in breedingtime not ſuffering any of them to breed, euery 
man to vndertake for his owne ground vpon a penaltie, to. 
the vſe ofthe poore of the Pariſh. Two other great ſpoy- 
lers of Fowle, arethe ſhooting in Peeces, and water Dogs; 
the one galleth more then they kill and ger, that areloſt,ſo 
doth dogges whenthe Fowle are young, andin moulting 
time. And much Leadand Poulder might beeſaued, by 
reaſon that euery man may haue Hawkes meate by his 
 Fowle andPullen. | | 


OB1zcTtTIONS. 


before mentioned areas hurtfull to the common: 
wealth as is alleadged, and that many yeares fince: 
by ActofParliamentthere was a ſpecial law made forthe: 
| generall; 


gd RH it is that is alleadged, that the Vermine: |. 
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generall deſtroying of all kinde of vermine that could bee 
thought vpon, as Foxes , Badgers, Polecats, wild Cats, 
Stotes , and all other whatſoeuer , which was as much as 
then was thought conuenicnt. 


Taz AnsSvveR. 


ſtroying of vermine aforeſaid, and of other vermine, 
but ſo ſmall an allowance was made thatno man made 


T: appeareth that ſuch an A& was made for thede- 


accompt thereof: whereforeby allowing a good propor- 


tion for this buſineſſe, they may be ſoone deſtroyed, and 
the charge ſoone ended; and. then all vermine being de- 


ftroyed and pidgeon houſes ſuppreſſed (excepting only 


ſuch asare allowed by the common lawes of this King- 
dome) it cannot bethought that corne will euer be deare. 


of wood. - 
Tc is ſufficiencly proued, that wood being ge- 


nerally planted for euery acre of this Kingdome, 

being atleaſt foure and twenty millions, the tim- 
bertrees growing till they be foureſcore yeares old, can- 
notbe lefſe worth then twenty ſhillings a tree : where- 
by ir appeareth that euery tree groweth aiter the rate of 
three pence per ardum, and fouretrees being plantedine- 
uery acre commeth ro twelue pence an acre per anaum: fo 
that the ſumme ariſeth to twelue thouſand pounds per an- 
dum, by reaſon that the tenants are but to plant two trees 
inanacre. And thetrees for firewood that are required, 
togither with the maſt that may grow thereupon , will be 
as much worth as the timber, and admitting that _ 
fourt 
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fourth part of the Kingdome be already repleniſhed, yer 
the gaine by wood and timber of the other chreeparts will- © - 
ariſe to eighteene hundred thouſand pounds. . The timber +. + 
and firewood that ſhall be planted m paſture ground as a- 
forcſaid, will be clearely gaincd by the better breeding and. 
feeding ofthe number of cattell more that may be bredby 

' thepaſture and ſtraw,that may be ſaued which 1s now ſpo1- 
led and burnt,the worth of beaſts two hundred thouſand & 
twelue per andurs at the leaſt. All which may beeffeRted 
with lefle then three yeares purchaſcin paſture & meadow 
grounds, & the whole charge ofplanting in barren ground: 
may berceouered in lefſethenſixe yeares,8 after ten yeares- 
the ſoile will be improned from twelue pence an acre per 

 ondum, to tenſhillings anacre per andum at the leaft. The 
firewood of athouſandtrees being well husbanded wil be 
worth twelue pence a tree atcueryten yeares end. The. 

ound is improvedforty pound per andum, and that the- 

ce hundred timbertrees remaining will be better worth 

then fiue hundredpounds, | 


T is alfo proved thar fruit trees may bee plantedin+ 
acres atthe leaſt in this Kingdome, , 
which being rated at twoſhillings anacre, ſtxe pence 

a tree, the value thereof commeth to twelue-rhouſand 
pounds per andum', owt of which beingdeduQted for the : 
fruit already-planted inthis Kingdome two hundredthou- 

ſand pounds, yet there remaineth.one million of 
gaincd yearclic;andthat the fruit trees which ſhall | 
ted in orchards will not coſt abouethree yearespurchaſle, . 
and in hedge rowes not one yeare purchaſe. - 


twelue millions 


32. #8 T he.Commons complaint- 


of Fowle and Pullen. 


' S concerning the breeding of Fowle and Pullen, - 
itis likewiſe proued that there may be well bredſo 


many as will bee worth foure hundred thouſand 
pounds per andum., inthis Kingdome, after the tate of 


RP - -eightpence the couple one with another , and that prout- 
ST Fo  ....__flon being madefor the deſtroying of vermine, there will 
F be Fowles enough ſoone bred in this Realme, and thatif 


every owner of pidgeons ſhould yearlie breedefſo many 
Fowles or Pullen, as they keepe old pidgeons , andeuery 
man that hath or I would makeplotsto 
-breede'on asis aforeſaid; it would greatly eaſe the dearth 
of vituals , the charge whereof will not bee aboue three 
yeares purchaſe: forthe better vnderſtanding whereof it is 
robe noted that it appeareth by the generall map of this 
E 1 Kingdomethart it contayneth nine and twenty millions 
| LF 4 fiue hundred fixtyeight thouſand acres,outofwhich num- 
=} ber deduQing five millions, and the odde thouſands of 


8 | fcorplanting, there remaineth foure and twenty millions, 
BET > which being rated at a penny an acre amounteth toan 
hundred thouſand pounds. bn 


Suppreſsing of Pidgeon houſes, and deſtroying 

| _ of Vermine. | 
| Nditis likewiſe proued, rhatby ſuppreſſing halfe 
A © Pidgeon houſes of this Realme, andof Pidge- 
ons kept ouer Gates, Chambers, and other places 
[42S forthar purpoſe, there may bee yearely ſaued ſo much 
Bt” Corne as is worth two Millions of pounds at the leaſt, - 
which they deſtroy and ſpoyle : which may bee effected 
| without 


Pa 2: acres for high waies, wild lying grounds and waſts nor fit _ --; | 


—_ 


W 
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-without charge : and that by the deſtroying of feathered 
Fowles, which in like ſort:deſtroy.and deuoure Corne,and 
hinder the increaſe of the ſame , there may bce ſanedas 
much Corne yearely in this Realme, as is worth three mil- 
lions of pounds. By the deſtroying of the beforerecited 
vermine,there may be ſaued in fowles and pullen and egs, 
which they deſtroy yearely , the worth of five thonſand 
pou atthe leaſt, beſides young Fawnes , Lambes , Rab- 


ets, and many other things by them deſtroyed. Ican - 
make proofe where there were within this three yeareſe- 


uendouſen couple of Rabbets found on a heape, carried 
rogetherin leſſetime then a monerh by a Stote. Alſo by 
a generall roping of: Rats and Mice there may be ſa- 
ved yearely in brea 

which they deuoure anddeſtroy , fourc hundred thouſand 
pound atthelcaſt. Allor the moſt part of which vermine 
may bedeſtroycd with lefle coſt thenthelofſe which is ſu- 
ſtained by them in-one halfe yeare, by allowing a good 
proportion to euery manthat deſtroyeththem, as well 
young andolde, as theiregges and neafts : which would 


©. Incourageſeruants and poore men to beinduſtrious, in 


deſtroying the ſaid vermine,and ſo the worke would ſoone 
be finiſhed, andthecharge ended. - | 
Summe, nine millions, two hundred thouſand pound 


| Taued and gainedby this proic& yearly to the performers, © 

beſides the goodthat may grow therby to theCommons- + 
wealth. | | 
That ir mighe be prouided that no Tenants ſhould be ' 


indamnified by their Land-lords by letting any of theig 
Farmes,whereupon they haue planted wood or fruite,he- 
fore they haue recciued ſufficient profite of their labour, 
without ſufficient recompence for their charge. | 


FINIS 


, Cheeſe, corne and other things . 


